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Kentwood Players proudly presents

on The

DIRECTED BY Stanley Brown
Produced by Kathy Dershimer

Set Designer Costume Designer
Stanley Brown, Shawn Plunkett Kathy Dershimer
Lighting Designer Sound Designer
Michael Thorpe Susan Stangl
Stage Manager

Harold Dershimer

CAST in ORDER of APPEARANCE

Lucas Matthew Abosamra
Milt Peter Miller
Val Nathan Gebhard
Brian Jeremy Palmer
Kenny Shawn Plunkett
Carol Lyndsay Palmer
Max Prince Ben Lupejkis
Helen Julia McGowan
Ira Lou Saliba
Setting:

The 23rd floor office for the writers of "The Max Prince Show"
New York City, 1953.
Act 1: March, 1953.
Act 2, Seven months later/December

There wil be one 15-minute intermission



Direccor’'s Note

Characters and incidents in Laughter on the 23rd Floor are inspired by
the actual writers of Your Show of Shows (1950-1954) and Caesar’s Hour

(1954-1957)

Lucas Brickman Neil Simon
Max Prince Sid Caesar
Kenny Franks Larry Gelbart
Val Slotsky Mel Tolkin
Brian Doyle Tony Webster
Milt Fields Sheldon Keller
Carol Wyman Lucille Kallen

and Selma Diamond
Ira Stone Mel Brooks

Desks were actually set on fire, shoes were thrown out of windows, and
alcohol was frequently drunk. It must have been fun.

Cost of Living 1953 - How Much things cost
Yearly Inflation Rate USA - 0.82%
Yearly Inflation Rate UK - 2.2%
Average Cost of new house - $9.550.00
Average wages per year - $4,000.00
Average Cost of a new car - $1,650.00
Average Cost of Rent - $85.00 per month
LB of Hamburger Meat - 53 cents
Kodak Brownie Flash Six 20 - $13.00
Eggs per dozen - 27 cents
Chain Saw - $225.00
Cost of a gallon of Gas - 20 cents




(Deet the Cast

Matthew Abosamra (Lucas)
...isdelighted to make his Westchester Playhouse debut. Recent
credits include Caden (The Thanksgiving Play), Mickey/James
McCormack (All The Way), and Lennox/Seyton (Macbeth) with
‘| the Lyric Repertory Company. Malvolio (Twelfth Night), Don
| John (Much Ado About Nothing), Noah (Grapes of Wrath), Grady
(The Normal Heart), and Barrel (Urinetown) with MiraCosta
Theatre. Recent television credits include a featured role in the
miniseries Here Now Nowhere. Matthew Abosamra is an L.A
based actor from San Diego, California.

Nathan Gebhard (Val)

| Nathan is humbled to be back so soon to the Kentwood
Players stage. After just recently appearing in Clue as Colonel
Mustard, it's exciting to be working with another hilarious
ensemble under a visionary director. His other favorite past
roles include The Narrator in The Good Doctor, Lord Fancourt
Babberly in Charley’s Aunt and Richard Hannay in The 39
Steps. Shout out to his friends and family for their love and
support and big hugs and kisses to his mom, his daughters
and his partner-in-crime.

Ben Lupejkis (Max Prince)

..is thrilled to lead this great ensemble and return to his
home turf: Kentwood Players. Recently he appeared as Harry
in another Simon classic Prisoner of Second Avenue at Theatre
Palisades. He has portrayed iconic characters such as Don
Quixote/Cervantes (Man of La Mancha) and Fagin (Oliver).
Other lead roles performed include Candide, Dracula, Falsettos,
and Tintypes. Thanks to Stanley and Kathy for the opportunity
and faith, his kitty family, and most importantly to Pattie for her
37 years of unwavering devotion. He'd also like to recognize
mentors who shaped his work and passed too soon: Simm
Landres, Alan Schneider, and A.J. Esta.



(Deet the Cast

| Julia McGowan (Helen)
..is super excited to be a part of her first show with Kentwood

X PlayersI Some previous roles include Van’s Sister (Dog Sees

\| God) and Sarah (Breaking Barriers). She is currently on track
A| to obtain a B.A. in Theatre from the University of Southern
California. She would like to thank her friends, family, and
Stanley for all their support.

%] Peter Miller (Milt)
)| Peter returns to the Kentwood stage after a 4 year hiatus!

| Peter was last seen here as Trekkie Monster in Avenue Q. In
4| between Kentwood appearances, Peter played Tito Merelli

ol in Lend Me a Tenor and its sequel A Comedy of Tenors at

Theatre Palisades. He also originated the role of Frank in
Good Fishermen know a lot about Sex at the Hudson Theater
in Hollywood! This is Peter’s first Neil Simon show and he
hopes he does Doc proud!

Jeremy Palmer (Brian)

..continues his Kentwood streak of playing only writers
and educators following his work in Dial M for Murder(Max)
and Little Women (John Brook). As a writer and educator in
real life, he enjoys not stretching too much. Other credits
include Cabaret (Cliff), The Fantasticks (El Gallo), Little Shop
of Horrors (The Dentist), and Man of La Mancha (Sancho), all
in Denver, as well as a special production of Barefoot in the
Park with his wife.



(Deet the Cast

Lyndsay Palmer (Carol)

...is thrilled to return to Kentwood for a Neil Simon play
with her husband 12 years after they did Barefoot in
the Park back in her hometown of Denver. Other recent
credits include You Can’t Take it With You (Essie) and Noises
Off! (Poppy) at the Long Beach Playhouse. Kentwood
credits include Little Women (Amy), Pippin (Fastrada), The
Little Mermaid (Ariel), and Sister Act (Mary Robert). Thanks
to her family, her heart family, this cast and crew, and that
husband she mentioned earlier.

Shawn Plunkett (Kenny)

...is excited to be back on stage along with this amazing cast.
A proud husband and father, Shawn is an actor, writer and
director who has been lucky enough to work on stage in such
productions as Sunday in the Park with George and Bus Stop,
on screen in Wrath, on television in License to Kill and Buried in
the Backyard as well as other multimedia platforms. Thank you
everyone who supports live theater.

Lou Saliba (Ira)

Playing a character based on Mel Brooks in a Neil Simon play
is a dream come true for Lou and he thanks Stanley, Kathy
and the Kentwood Players for this opportunity! Favorite stage
roles include Aaronow in Glengarry Glen Ross and touring with
The Second City - Chicago. Lou can also currently be seen
as a company member in the comedy show This Week This
Week with the Open Fist theater company. Favorite TV/Film
roles include Modern Family and A Thousand Words w/Eddie
Murphy. Special thanks to Jen, Lily and Anthony for all their
love and support!



(Deet the Crew

Stanley Brown (Director)

...is honored to be directing his second production with Kentwood Players
after Our Town (2019). Also for Kentwood: Zoom Date (writer/director), Wait
Until Dark, The Crucible (actor). Credits include: The Prisoner of Second Avenue,
Bad Seed, The Psychic, Bell, Book and Candle (Director) Come Blow Your Horn, The
Diviners, And Then There Were None, The Supporting Cast (Actor). He directed the
premiere of his original play Huckleberry Towers in 2020. Thanks to the Laughter
cast for making him laugh. Thanks to Kathy Dershimer for encouragement and
support. Love to Debbie and Stephanie.

Kathy Dershimer (Producer)

Kathy is very happy to be working again with Stanley. She has just
finished directing Fun Home for Kentwood Players and has previously
directed Orphans, Wait Until Dark and Dangerous Obsession, as well as
produced Brighton Beach Memoirs, A Raisin in the Sun, Our Town, Dial M for
Murder, The Giver and Native Gardens. She has costumed over 25 productions
at Kentwood and done Set Design and Set Decoration. Kathy thanks the cast
and crew for their hysterical work and talent and thanks her family and friends
for their amazing support.

Michael Thorpe (Lighting Designer)

Mike studied lighting under the great Elmay Ooksbray. Elmay had a very long
and storied career, including the initial lighting design for the Globe Theatre.
He also pioneered the use of “footlights” (so known because they only light
actors'feet). This was a greatimprovement over the previous system of lighting
the grass on fire and doing the play very quickly. Mike would like to dedicate
this performance to Elmay, and wish him another great 2000 years.

Susan Stangl (Sound Design)

This is Susan’s 135th sound design (give or take a few) and her 55th for
Kentwood Players. She directed and appeared in Vanya and Sonia and Masha
and Spike, KP's first show since reopening. She will be in Trouble the Water
at Theatricum Botanicum this season and performs regularly with the band
Dreamers and Drifters.

Harold Dershimer (Stage Manager)

Harold has performed, directed, produced, designed, or stage-managed
multiple productions for Kentwood Players over the past 14 years. He thanks
Stanley for inviting him to join the team on this Neil Simon favorite and thanks
the cast for their cooperation and dedication to this production.



(Deet the Crew

Master Builder George Kondreck
Additional Set Construction Doug Carlson, Shawn Plunkett
Script Supervisor Harold Dershimer
Booth Crew Jenny Boone, Kathy Dershimer
Set Decoration Shawn Plunkett, Stanley Brown,

Kathy Dershimer, Harold Dershimer
Furniture Design/Build Shawn Plunkett,
Original Graphic Design Andrew Dershimer
Lobby Design Jenny Boone, Kathy Dershimer
Props Kathy Dershimer, Harold Dershimer, Jenny Boone
Publicity Photos Gloria Plunkett
Audition Assistance Myron and Ann Klafter

VIDEO PACKAGE CREDITS

Max Ben Lupejkis
Mary Patricia Butler
M.C./Cowboy/Funeral Director Harold Dershimer
Mama Kathy Dershimer

Director: Stanley Brown/Shawn Plunkett
Writer: Stanley Brown/Jeremy Palmer
Camera/Editor: Shawn Plunkett

Upcoming Productions

Night Watch
by Louise Fletcher Directed by Brandon Ferruccio
September 23 — October 8, 2022

9 TO 5 The Musical
Book by Patricia Resnick, Music & Lyrics by Dolly Parton

Directed by Kirk Larson

November — December, 2022
All My Sons
by Arthur Miller

Directed by Ben Lupejkis

January 20 - February 11,2023

Ken Ludwig’s Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery
by Ken Ludwig Directed by Susan Stangl
March 17 - April 8, 2023




Board of Directors

President

Vice President /Membership Chairperson

Secretary

Treasurer

Box Office Chairperson
Development Chairperson
House Manager

Marketing Chairperson
Production Manager
Publicity Chairperson
Season Ticket Chairperson
Technical Manager
Volunteer Chairperson
Plays Committee Chairperson
Plays Committee Members
Program Layout and Design

WORK SUNDAY

Alison Boole

Marty Feldman

Susan Weisbarth

Kim Peterson

Elizabeth Bouton Summerer
Jeremy Palmer

John Beckwith

Michele Selin

George Kondreck

Shari Barrett

Catherine Rahm

Michael Thorpe

Rhonda Yeager-Hutchinson
Stanley Brown

Bouket Fingerhut, Roy Okida
West Maatita

Jenny Boone, Stanley Brown, Doug Carlson, Kathy Dershimer, Marty Feldman,
Sam Goldman, Steve Izant, Syrie James, Anne Klafter, Myron Klafter, Catherine
Kondreck, George Kondreck, Daniel Kruger, Ben Lupejkis, Melvin Miller, Peter
Miller, Colleen Okida, Roy Okida, Jeremy Palmer, Lyndsay Palmer, Justin Tyme
Lee Rozell, Deborah Sadlouskos, Anthony Saliba, Jen Saliba, Lily Saliba, Lou
Saliba, Michele Selin, Susan Stangl, Shawn Summerer, Elizabeth Wika

SPECIALTHANKYOU TO BROOKLYN BAGELS!
brooklynbagellax.com

Rent the Westchester Playhouse for your next event.
Meetings, Shows, Parties, Film/TV location shoots -
Call 310-645-5156 for more information

Kentwood Players is a member of the LAX Coastal Area Chamber of Commerce

For the latest info about Kentwood Players visit our website
KentwoodPlayers.org



Gbank Jou Go Our Donors

FOUNDERS CIRCLE: (Over $2,500)
2020
Karen & Doug Carlson; Stewart Scudder

2021
Dr. Hans & Dianne Bozler; Karen & Doug Carlson; Stewart Scudder

KENTWOOD ANGELS: (up to $2,500)
2020
Westchester Women'’s Club
2021
Alana’s Coffee Roasters; Stanley & Christina Weinberg

ENCORE PATRONS: (up to $1,000)
2020
Hank Harper; Denise Moore; Susan Stang|
2021
Gail Bernardi; Judy Gantley
2022
Rebecca & Scott Cunningham; Gianni & Petoyan Family;
Catherine & Red Rahm; Dana & Jon Weisman

SPOTLIGHT SUPPORTERS: (up to $500)
2020
William Carter; Culver City Women's Club; David Friedman; Gregg Lander;

Danny & Marie Olivas; Pamela Briggs & William McDonald;

Bruce & Judy Schroffel on behalf of the Pritzker Foundation
2021

William Carter; Rebecca Cunningham; Gregg Lander;

Bruce & Judy Schroffel on behalf of the Pritzker Foundation

2022
Stanley Jones; Allan Ozersky & Shelley Salk

SUPPORTERS: (up to $250)
2020
Michael & Ruth Berry; Stephen & Janice Burrin; Linda Dorfmont; Martin Feldman;
Faye Flatland; John & Anna Lee Martin; Kenneth McFarlane; Sally Munro;
Michael Rausch; Emily Reed; Russell Rivers; Judith Rosenfeld; Susan Weisbarth;
Bruce & Robin Winston

2021
Martin Feldman; Susan & Michael Fitzsimmons; Ken Pearson;
Sally Rosloff and Cooper Zale; Susan Weisbarth

2022
Pamela Beere Briggs; Gypsy & Vada Foster; Joyce Harris; Steve & Susan Izant; Alice
Lunsford; John & Anna Lee Martin; Sally Rosloff and Cooper Zale; Alan & Gail Stillson

To donate visit kentwoodplayers.org and click on the DONATE button



Gbank Jou Go Our Donors

FRIENDS: (up to $100)
2020
Marcy Agreen; Philip Bartolf; Jay Bevan; Lois Bostwick; William Carter; Gregory and
Marie Chambers; Gail & Richard Cole; Lawrence Cosgrove; James Crawford; Judith
Deutsch; P. Fecken; Richard Garson; Sheila Gordon; Susan Gordon; Charlotte Gunter;
Peter Jay; Peter & Aline Joncich; Wayne Jones; Glenda Kelly; Myron & Anne Klafter;
Leslie Lenell; Miriam and Steven Levy; Laura Long; Andrea Marshi; Joan Matheson;
Jean Mattson; Michele McNamee & Richard Porter; Calia Mintzer; Francine Moore;
Norma Moreno; Robert & Barbara Nathan; Michele Nichols; Michael Poizner; Janet
Lee Rodriguez; RossG; Willem & Louise Scholten; Larry & Sandra Serota; Alexis Silvera;
Boeing; Pitney Bowes; Alan Stillson; Frances Stoeckle; Bruce & Anne Timmer; Sandra
Tofflemire; Patricia Trujillo; Robert Turner; Allison Weber

2021
Jay Bevan; Joan Edelmann & Irv Brand; Charlotte Gunter; Michael Heffeman;
Syrie James; Peter & Aline Joncich; Stanley Jones; Monika Lutz; Edwin Marcus;
Mary McElwain; Julianna Nemeth; Michele Nichols; Fred Porter; Art Shulman;
Isabel Taussig; Joan Wilner; Jim Witoszynski; Theresa Woods; Al and Shelly Zirkes

2022
Alta & Greg Abbott; Matthew Artson & Hayden Wilder; Shari Barrett;
Vickie & John Beckwith; Rachel Berman; Alison Boole & West Maatita; Jenny & Larry
Boone; Stanley Brown & Deborah Sadlouskos; David & Mark Bruce-Casares; Patricia
Butler & Ben Lupejkis; Diane Cary; Robin, Bernie, Natalie, and Aaron Cayetano; Joanna
Churgin; Patty Crockett; Jamie Dawley; Kathryn & Harold Dershimer; In loving memory
of Marilyn Drummond; Margie Equihua; Michael Esquer; Michelle Estrada; Marty
Feldman; Brandon & Jeffrey Ferruccio; Bouquet Fingerhut; Roni Fischer; Kathleen
Fitzpatrick; Santiago Flores; Judy & Grant Francis; Kelly Gresalfi & Adam Federman;
Larry Gaines; Richard & Eileen Garson; Cheryl Gaul; Terry Gegesi; Gavin Glynn; Samuel
Goldman; Mara Green & Ross G; Diane Hazen & Bruce Starrett; Laura Hoover; Jenny
Jacobs; Dan James; Syrie James; Jerilynn & Glen Kacena; Sarilee Kahn; Darius Kelly;
Paula Kelley & Michael Thorpe; Anne & Myron Klafter; Cathy & George Kondreck;
Daniel Kruger; Lisa & Brad Kurtz; Kirk Larson & Jon Sparks; Kathleen Lebrun; Chriselina
Lee; Adele Lennig; Howard Male; Alicia & Frank Marshall; Leigh Ann Magier; Lori A.
Marple-Pereslete & Tony W. Pereslete; Geoff Martin; Mary Miller; Melvin Miller; Jennifer
Moody; Chris Morrison; Michael Mullen; Barry Nackos; Patsy Noah & Philip Bartolf;
Marcie & Eddie Ed O’Brien; Judith Oehmen; Colleen & Roy Okida; Fiona Okida; Marie
& John Olivas; Mandi O’Neill; Randy Oppenheimer; Jeremy & Lyndsay Palmer; Kim &
Ron Peterson; In memory of Dale Pollack; Jessica Plotin & Michael Hovance; Gloria
Ramirez-Plunkett & Shawn Plunkett; Janet Rodriguez; Larry Rodriguez; Justin Tyme Lee
Rozell; Linda Sanders; Richard Santilena; Michele Selin & Brian Wells; William Schofield;
Judy & Bruce Schroffel; Thaya Shaeffer; Dee & Teri Simon; Sherri Spencer; Susan Stangl;
Hollister Starrett; Jessie and Josh Stein-Sapir; Scott Stoddard; Valerie Sullivan; Wayne
Sult; Elizabeth & Shawn Summerer; Ethan Trejo; Amanda Webb & Nathan Gebhard;
Kyle Whelihan; Elizabeth & John Wika; Linda Wilson; Jim Witoszynski;
Rhonda Yeager-Hutchinson & Keith Hutchinson
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Coming This Fall




