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KentwDDd Players present

The
, ANDERSONVILLE

TRIAL
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COMING EVENTS: I
ROYAL GAMBIT **A Special*'-' (hot included in season tickets) will
play April ·15, 16, 17, 18; 22, 23 and 24. Directed by Wes Stead-
man. Producer: Josie Mirissis. Reservations for ROYAL GAMBIT,
by Herman Gressieker, will be adcepted COMMENCING APRil 1st.
An historical dramatization of tHe relationships of King Henry VIII
and the six women in his life. ,I
THE PRISONER OF SECOND AVENUE by Neil Simon. Director: Sy
Berg. Producer: Toni Berg. Plays May 14 through June 19. Casting
March 8, 9 (8 P.M.) "It is, I think, the most honestly amusing
comedy that Mr. Simon has giver us so far. He has caught the way
New York lives." ... Clive Barnes, New York Times

I •
FINISHING TOUCHES by Jean ~err. Director: Karl Thomas. Pro·
ducer: Don Hargis. Plays July 9 through August 14. Casting May
10, 11 (8 P.M.) I

CARNIVAL, a colorful, melodic ~nd enchanting musical. Director:
Ed Cotter: Producer: De Cotter. iPlays September 3 through Octo-
-ber 16. Casting June 6 (2 P.M.)I.and June 7 and 8 (8 P.M.)

I

CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF by Tennessee Williams. Director: Doris
Brown. Producer: Paul Mazerov. Plays November 12 through De-
cember 18. Casting dates to be announced.

I

THE ANDERSONVILLE TRIAL
By SAUL lEVITT

Directed by: CHARLES BRilES Produced by: JACK lYONS
Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc.

CAST (in order of speaking)
GENERAL LEW WALLACE (President of the Court) Terry Kovac
CAPTAIN SALEM WILLIAMS . . ._..__.._ _ Hal Fisher
SGT. TOM CORLEY (Court Clerk). . _._ Jerry Wilson
LT. COL. N. P. CHIPMAN (Judge Advocate) Richard LeColt
OTIS BAKER (Defense Counsel) _ __ _ Chuck Reynolds
HENRY W:RZ (Defendant) __Max Heldring Stormes
LT. COL. CHANDLER __ _ David Ridenour
LOUIS SCHADE (Asst. Defense Counsel). __ Chuck Collins
DR. JOHN C. BATES ._ _ _.__ Jonas Rimson
AMBROSE SPENCER _.__ __.._..__ _ Joseph Fairfax
DR. C. M. FORD (Prison Surgeon) __._ Donald Miller
JAMES H. DAVIDSON __.. _ _.._..__.._ _._ Don Hawthorne
MAJOR D. HOSMER (Asst. Judge Advocate).. Arthur Montague
JASPER CULVER .._ _ _. _ _.. Murray Weissfeld
SGT. GEORGE W. GRAY __ Richard Henry Holmes
PVT. JUD ALLEN .._ __ _ Jim Schnauss
HUDSON TAYLOR (Newspaper Reporter) _ Dan Navratil
GEORGE A. CLIFFORD (Newspaper Reporter) Bob Schnauss
JACOB WILSON (Newspaper Reporter) _ Larry Stewart
ASSISTING JUDGES:

GENERAL MOTL .... _...................................•....... Eric Nobes
GENERAL THOMAS Paul Mazerov
COL. STIBBS .............................................•....

TIME: 1865
PLACE:

United States Court of Claims, Washington, D.C. This courtroom
was "borrowed" by the Military Commission to provide this un-
usual instance, space for the public.

ACT ONE
Scene 1: A day in August. Scene 2: A week later.

15·MINUTE INTERMISSION
Coffee served in the lobby, courtesy of Kentwood Players

ACT TWO
Scene 1: The following morning. Scene 2: The next day.

PLEASE-NO CAMERAS OR RECORDING EQUIPMENT ALLOWED
IN THE AUDITORIUM DURING PERFORMANCES. PLEASE HELP
KEEP OUR THEATRE BEAUTIFUL. NO SMOKING, DRINKING OR
EATING IN THE AUDITORIUM.

PLAYING DATES FOR THE ANDERSONVILLE TRIAL
March 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20, 26127; April 2, 3, 9, 10, 1976, Cur-
tain 8:30 P.M.; March 25, April 1, 8, 1976, Curtain 8:00 P.M.

For Reservations: 645-5156 (24 hours)
Tickets must be picked up 15 minutes before curtain.
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KENTWOOD PLAYERS ~EASON TICKET APPLICATION
Season Tickets are good for 6 C2NSECUTIVE major productions in
one year. "Specials" are not included. You may start with the
production of your choice. PLE]ASE CIRCLE DATE OF PRODUC·
TION WHICH WILL START YOUR SUBSCRIPTION (important for
our records). :
Please reserve __ Season Tickets at $15 each (a saving of $3.50)
My subscription will start with: ~PLEASECIRCLE DATE)
Jan-Feb. March-April MaY·JUnj July-Aug. Sept-Oct. Nov.-Dec.
Name Phone _
Address ,-- _
City and Zip _

Please make check or money order payable to KENTWOOD PLAY·
ERS. Mail to Dassa Kalrnanson; 220 . 23rd Street, Santa Monica,
California 90402. 1



ABOUT THE DIRECTOR ...
CHARLES BRILES began as an a,ctor on the Kentwood stage over
15 years ago. He has since aPReared in some 15 productions,
garnering a Best Supporting Ac~or Award along the way in THE
GREAT SEBASTIANS. Before turning his talents to directing,
Charles was a professional actor, He was seen in several feature
films and more than 37 TV shows, including a one year stint as
Barbara Stanwyck's youngest soh, Eugene, on THE BIG VALLEY.
Chuck's directing efforts are among some of Kentwood's most
memorable productions - OF ryllCE AND MEN, LOOK HOME-
WARD ANGEL, and last year's award-winning THE MIRACLE
WORKER, for which he received the Best Director of the Year
Award. I
ABOUT THE PRODUCER .
JACK LYONS - This marks Jack's third producing effort for
Director Charles Briles. As a team they have produced two award-
winning productions: the 1972-73 production of LOOK HOME-
WARD ANGEL, and the 1974-75 play, THE MIRACLE WORKER.
A 13-year member and former Vice-President of Kentwood and
current Publicity Director for th, Westchester Players, Jack has
appeared as an actor in productIons of THE TEAHOUSE OF THE
AUGUST MOON, ANNE OF THE ;1,000 DAYS, THE TENTH MAN,
A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE, A HATFUL OF RAIN, and OUR TOWN.
Jack works full time as an industrial motion picture writer-director-
producer. I

I

ABOUT THE CAST. . . I
r

TERRY KOVAC (Gen. Lew Wallace) owes his interest in theatre to
the director of this show, but has not appeared at Kentwood be-
fore. He has appeared at Morgan Theatre as Thoreau in THE
NIGHT THOREAU SPENT IN JAIL, Hank in THE BOYS IN THE
BAND and Kent in KING LEAR.

HAL FISHER (Capt. Williams) is a professional photographer who
has donated his services to Kent'food on many occasions. He has
been a member of KP for 15 years, four of which were spent as
Publicity Chairman on the Board 'of Directors. Hal has been seen
in the KP productions of THE TENTH MAN, INHERIT THE WIND,
DON'T DRINK THE WATER and ~ABARET.

JERRYWILSON (Sgt. Corley) has not appeared at KP before, but
has been very active in community theatre for the past six years.
He has been seen in DEATH OF A SALESMAN, THE MAN WHO
CAME TO DINNER and THE FIFTH SEASON.
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RICHARD LeCOIT (Lt. Col. Chipman) became interested in theatre
when he was cut from the varsity baseball team at school, and has
been active ever since. He has appeared as Happy in DEATH OF A -
SALESMAN and as Geoffrey in THE LION IN WINTER, and was seen
in ALL THE WAY HOME.

CHUCK REYNOLDS (Otis Baker) joined KP in 1960 and has ap-
peared on our stage many times. He has won KP's Masque Award
for his roles in ALL THE KING'S MEN, THE TENDER TRAP and
WHO'S AFRA~D OF VIRGINIA WOOLF? He appeared last year in
THE PRICE. Chuck is as active backstage as he is on stage and
has helped build many of our sets.

MAX HELDRING STORMES (Henry Wirz) was last seen in CAB-
ARET and before that appeared as George in ALL MY SONS. He
has had roles in MAN OF LA MANCHA, THE TORCHBEARBERS,
INHERIT THE WIND, LOOK HOMEWARD ANGEL, A CASE OF
LIBEL, and A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS.

DAVID RIDENOUR (Lt. Col. Chandler) is making his first appea.r-
ance at Kentwood in this production. David has had many hats In
the world of theatre, however, serving as director, managing direc-
tor, production manager and last but not least, actor, all over the
country.

CHUCK COLLINS (Louis Schade) is new to KP. He became inter-
ested in the theatre in high school and held many roles in numer-
ous productions.

JONAS RIMSON (Dr. John Bates) joined KP eight years ago and
hasn't had an inactive moment since. He has appeared in THE
FANTASTICKS, A CASE OF LIBEL, RASHOMON and INHERIT THE
WIND. He won our Masque Award for his portrayal of Nicely-Nicely
in GUYS AND DOLLS. Jonas' last appearance on the KP stage was
as Herr Schultz in CABARET.

JOSEPH FAIRFAX (Ambrose Spencer) is making his second ap-
pearance on our stage in 17 years. He was first seen in 1959 in
BUS STOP. Welcome back!

DONALD MILLER (Dr. C. M. Ford) was in the KP production of
INHERIT THE WIND. He has also appeared in ANDORRA. ZOO
STORY and WAITING FOR GODOT.

DONALD HAWTHORNE (James H. Davidson) is another newcomer
to KP. He has appeared in LOVERS and JESUS CHRIST, SUPER-
STAR, and THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK.



ARTHUR MONTAGUE (Maj. Hosmer) was last seen at KP as Willie
Clark in THE SUNSHINE BOYS. A member of KP for 10 years, he
has appeared in several productions: CAMELOT, BEST MAN,
FIDDLER ON THE ROOF. He was first seen on our stage as Mr.
Asano in MAJORITY OF ONE. In 1967 he won the L.A. County
Drama Festival Best Director Award. He is a former Board Director
of KP.

MURRAY WEISSFELD (Jasper Culver) has won five Masque Awards
for supporting roles at KP: FANTASTICKS, THE HAPPY TIME, A
FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM, AUNTIE
MAME, etc. He also received the L.A. County Drama Festival
Award for COME BLOW YOUR HORN. Was last seen in PLAZA
SUITE. A member of KP for over 12 years.

RICHARD HENRY HOLMES (George W. Gray) is making his fourth
appearance with KP in this role. He was seen in GENERATION, OF
M!CE AND MEN, BAREFOOT IN THE PARK and NIGHT OF THE
IGUANA. Has served on the Board of Directors in the past as
Programs Chairman.

JIM SCHNAUSS (Pvt. Jud Allan) was seen as Jerry in KP's produc-
tionof SILENT NIGHT, LONELY NIGHT and as Howard in our stag-
ing of INHERIT THE WIND.

DAN NAVRATIL (Hudson Taylor) was bitten by the theatre bug in
fifth grade summer school when he first appeared in a play. He
has been seen in BAREFOOT IN THE PARK, THE MUSIC MAN and
LIFE OF THE PARTY in other theatres, but this is his first appear-
ance at Kentwood.

BOB SCHNAUSS (George Clifford) was last seen here as Baron
Von Elberfeld in THE SOUND OF MUSIC and before that in CAB·
ARET and INHERIT THE WIND. He is currently on our Board of
Directors as House Manager.

LARRY STEWART (Jacob Wilson) has not been active in theatre
since his high school days when he was a member of the Drama
Club. Welcome to KP.

ERIC NOBES (Gen. Mott) is a retired naval officer who is making
his second stage appearance in this show. He has previously been
seen as the ambassador in DON'T DRINK THE WATER: Eric has
been a KP member for six years.

PAUL MAZEROV (Gen. Thomas) has been a member for nine
months but in that time has been the Art Director for THE SOUND

I
I,

I

t

OF MUSIC and has appeared in CATCH ME IF YOU CAN, our last
production. He will be producing the forthcoming CAT ON A HOT
TIN ROOF for Kentwood.

DIRECTORIAL STAFF
Director Charles Briles
Stage Manager Toni Berg'
Script Anita Collins

PRODUCTION STAFF
Producer : Jack Lyons
Set and Lighting Design Max Heldring Stormes
Costume Supervision Holly Forsman
Light and Sound Operation Merrill Edelstein
Properties Kathy Crawford and Dianne Satterlee
Lobby Decoration De Cotter
Lobby Portraits Dick Engler
Lobby Graphics Harvey Rosenberg
Prograf"!l Cover Design Max Heldring Stormes
Box Office Jim and Marie Less
Hospitality Dagmar Schnauss and Josie Mirissis
Set Construction Cast and Crew and

Uncle Charlie Rudolph, Arky Marcom
Special Effects .......................................................•...... Charles Briles

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Special Thanks and Recognition to: Mr. John H. Flister,

Superintendent, Andersonville National Historic Site, Georgia
Mary C. Long Morgan Theatre
Art and Reference Librarian Costumes
Architect of the Capitol .
Washington D.C Trade Winds Gun Shop

, . Glendale, California
Lillian Patton
Photographic Services Ashley Art Hut

Westchester Triangle
Glendale Center Theatre
Costumes

SPECIAL GROUP RATES
Kentwood Players offers your group or organization an attractive
way to arrange a desirable social event, or to plan a fund-raising
project for any worthy cause. Liberal discounts for group attend-
ance. Please write Elizabeth Colby, 3500·418 W. Manchester,
Inglewood 90305.
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The AndersDDville Trial
Historical Notes about the Period and Play

The American Civil War, (1861-1865) was one of history's most bloody and

to be revenged.
It should be stated,

type" conditions, were also much .in evid~J1ce in Norther
by and large, neither army had. rnuc~leaSOn_!o point an accusing finger at the
other. Whether they were situated in the North or the South, prison camps of the
Civil War were as deadly to the soldier as was the field of battle. It was and still is
the nature of the beast.

To understand how appallingly deadly prison camps were, one need do no more
than reflect on this simple fact: about two and one-half times as many soldiers were



exposed to the dangers of the prison camps as were exposed to the dangers of the
great Battle of Gettysburgh - and the qamps killed nearly ten times as many as
were killed at Gettysburgh. !

At war's end, swept away by predjudice and emotion, it appeared to many in the
North that the Confederacy had deliberat¢ly murdered its captives. And so, a junior
officer, Captain Henry Wirz, the superintendant of Andersonville prison, was tried
in August 1865, on charges of murder and of consipring with Jefferson Davis and
other high ranking officers and officials toimurder helpless Union prisoners.

The Military Courts-Martial trial attracted heavy publicity and due to public
clamor and government pressure was conducted in a civilian-type atmosphere in the
Court of Claims chambers in the U.S. Capitol building, Washington, D.C.

With regard to some of the principals involved in the trial the following facts are
known.

Captain Henry Wirz, a Swiss born, naturalized citizen was tried by a Military
Courts-Martial Tribunal conducted by 0ajor General Lew Wallace. He was prose-
cuted by Lt. Colonel N.P. Chipman, a brilliant 32 year old lawyer, and defended by
Baltimore attorney, Otis Baker.

Lt. Colonel Norton Parker Chipman; was born in Ohio in 1833 and died in
Sacremento, California on February 1, 19:24 at the age of 91.

Six years after the Wirz trial, as General Chipman, he successfully ran for the
U.S. Congress, serving one term from 1871 to 1875. He then returned to his life
long occupation - attorney at law - eventually becoming a judge.

Major General Lew Wallace, born in 1'827, was 37 years old at the time of the
Wirz trial. He was selected to be the President of the Court because of his legal
background as a prosecuting attorney. Born into a legal family, Wallace was the son
of a lawyer who was a Governor of the State of Indiana. Lew Wallace himself later
became the Governor of Nevv Mexico, arid it was during his term in office that he
wrote the now famous novel, "Ben Hur -!A Tale Of The Christ."

Not much is known about Otis Baker other than that he was a successful and
distinguished trial lawyer of the day. It was for that reason that Baker was
employed to represent the extremely controversial defendant, Henry Wirz.

The following reading list is provided as additional sources of interest and
information concerning the trial, the time period and the people caught up in
the tragedy of Andersonville.

SOURCE MATERIAL

Andersonville - MacKinlay Kantor, The World Publishing Company, 1955.
(A.Pul itzer Prize Winner.)

Andersonville - John McElroy, Toledo, Ohio, O. R. Locke Company, 1879.
(McElroy was a former prisoner)

Andersville Diary - John L. Ransom, Auburn, I\lew York, Published by the
author, 1881. (Ransom was also a survivor of the prison)

Henry Wirz and the Andersonville Prison - Mildred Lewis Rutherford,
Athena, Georgia. Published by the United Daughters of the Confederacy,
1921.

History of Andersonville Prison - Ovid L. Futch, University of Florida Press,
1968.

, I

The Tragedy of Andersonville - Norton Parker Chipman, San Francisco,
Blair-Murdock Printing Company, 1911.

This was Andersonville - Edited by Roy Meredith, New York, Bonanza
Books, 1957.

PLATE I - "Sketch of Andersonville, Georgia, and vicinity," by James
McCulloch, 1868, National Archives, RG 92.
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