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“Private Lives” is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of 
Samuel French, Inc. www.concord theatricals.com



DIRECTED BY Richard Perloff 

PRODUCED by
Gail Bernardi  & Rhonda Yeager-Hutchinson

proudly presents

Lighting & Sound Designer
Michael Thorpe

Costume Designer
Daniel Kruger

Set Designer
Ben Lupejkis
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Lighting & Sound Designer
Michael Thorpe

Act I
A resort hotel in Deauville, France.

There will be one 15-minute intermission between 
Act I and Act II. 

 
Act II 

Amanda’s flat in Paris, evening.

Act III
Same, the following morning. 

CAST
(in alphabetic order)

Victor                                                                                                Allen Barstow 
Sibyl                                                                                               Alyssa Berkowitz
Elyot                                                                                               Matt Landig
Louise                                                                                                Ingrid Leventhal
Amanda                                                                                                Courtney Shaffer



 What makes a play a “Classic”? We wouldn’t dispute, 
certainly, that Shakespeare falls into that category, and we’d 
probably include the great Greek tragedies, as well as Chekhov, 
Ibsen, and Shaw. But, as we move closer to our own time, the 
distinction gets a little fuzzier.
 
 Plays stand the test of time if they speak to something 
universal in human behavior. A play that seems as relevant now 
as the day it was first produced can lay claim to being a Classic.

 Noël Coward was one of the great English-language 
playwrights of the 20th century, and “Private Lives” is one of his 
most brilliant achievements. It still has the ability to delight 
us - and provoke us - because (as the kids might say) it’s still 
“relatable.”

 These past several weeks, as I’ve described the play - and, 
in particular, the curious relationship between its protagonists, 
Elyot and Amanda - to my friends, they’ve often responded by 
saying: “Oh, I was in a relationship like that once!” Or: 
“That happened to a friend of mine!” 

 Our times are different; we woo and wed differently, but 
Coward captured something essential and timeless about love 
and loving. We pull for Amanda and Elyot to get this thing right, 
even as we acknowledge, as our friend Shakespeare once said: 
“The course of true love never did run smooth.”

 Classic.

Richard Perloff, Director 

Director’s NoteDirector’s Note



Allen Barstow - Victor
Private Lives marks Allen’s first production with Kentwood. 
Recent productions include Mary Poppins (Bert), A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream (Flute/Bottom), and The Great Gatsby (Wilson/
Wolfsheim/Owl Eyes). In March, he is reprising his role as Nick 
in a series of original plays called The Hobag.

Alyssa Berkowitz - Sibyl
Brooklyn-born and Jersey raised, Alyssa had an unconventional 
start to the world of acting. From a young age, Alyssa was 
involved in music which led to being drum major of the 
marching band and ultimately, a scholarship music major 
in college. After receiving her Bachelor’s degree, Alyssa was 
accepted into Mass General Hospital Institute of Health 
Professions where she received her Master’s degree in Speech-
Language Pathology. Treating brain-injured patients for 
several years equipped Alyssa with an impressive neurology 
vocabulary, an ability to rehab injured voices of singers and 
actors, and an amazing arsenal of human conditions. When 
the pandemic hit, Alyssa finally gave herself the permission to 
do what she has always loved–acting.

Meet the CastMeet the Cast



Matt Landig - Elyot
Matt last performed as Howard in Kentwood Players’ production 
of Moon Over Buffalo. Other Kentwood shows: Clybourne Park 
(Karl/Steve), Lend Me a Tenor (Max), Doubt (Father Flynn), and 
Squabbles (Jerry). Other recent theatre: Neil Simon’s musical 
Little Me (Yulnick), Charley’s Aunt (the “title role”), The Little Dog 
Laughed (Mitch), Beau Jest (Bob), The Importance of Being Earnest 
(Jack), God of Carnage (Alan–and also as producer). Awards: 
Theatre Palisades Award--Best Featured Actor (Noises Off), 
Northern California’s Shellie Award--Best Actor (The Diviners). 
Matt’s also the author of the play Five Stars. 
Representation: Dream Entertainment Management. 
Special Thanks: Maddie, Kimshelley, and Debbie.

Ingrid Leventhal - Louise
Originally from New York, Ingrid Leventhal moved to Los 
Angeles in 2009 to pursue a PhD in French literature. She 
fell in love with the city and, after earning her doctorate, 
she decided to stay in L.A. and teach middle and high 
school French. She’s new to acting, and very excited for the 
opportunity to work with Kentwood Players! 

Courtney Shaffer - Amanda
Courtney Shaffer is a Los Angeles based actress and voice 
over artist. She is “terribly delighted” to be working alongside 
talented cast and crew in this well-known Noël Coward British 
rom-com. Favorite Past Stage Credits: Elaine Wheeler in Night 
Watch (Kentwood Players), Truvy Jones in Steel Magnolias 
(Theatre Palisades), and Corie Bratter in Barefoot in the Park 
(Pittsburg Theatre Company). 
Repped by ASAP! Talent Agency // IG: @theCourtneyShaffer

Meet the CastMeet the Cast



Richard Perloff - Director
Richard has acted and directed for theatres across the length and breadth 
of the U.S., and is delighted to be making his Kentwood Players debut with 
this classic example of British comedy. Prior directing credits include: All in 
the Timing, Macbeth, The Other Place, Deathtrap, The Mousetrap, Sea Marks, On 
the Verge, Laughter on the 23rd Floor, Loot, 12 Angry Jurors, Private Eyes, Love’s 
Labours Lost, Dialogue for Lovers, and Lysistrata.

Gail Bernardi - Producer
Gail has acted, directed and produced many plays for Kentwood Players, her 
home base for 45 years, and other theatres throughout Los Angeles. The last 
play that Gail directed at Kentwood was Moon Over Buffalo and she is delighted 
to be producing Private Lives, with a wonderful cast and crew. She hopes that 
you enjoy the show and thanks you for loving and supporting live theatre.

Rhonda Yeager-Hutchinson - Producer
As an active member of Corpus Christi Little Theatre this carried me through 
my educational career. While attending University of Houston, I portrayed 
Eve in The Apple Tree, and also worked with Theatre Under the Stars Cabaret 
Theatre as a pre-show Cabaret Singer with occurring productions.   Private Lives 
is my second production as a producer, this time co-producing along with Gail 
Bernardi, at Westchester’s Kentwood Players, with which I have been involved 
since 2018. Great cast, great people. I hope you enjoy watching the show as 
much as I have enjoyed being a part of the development.

Ben Lupejkis – Set Designer
Private Lives marks Ben’s eighth set design for Kentwood Players and follows 
his BWW award nominated set for An Inspector Calls. Ben has designed several 
sets for KP, beginning with the musical Two by Two. From ark, to river cruise 
ship (Murder on the Nile), to the world of a Titanic survivor (Unsinkable Molly 
Brown), to smalltown Texas (Sordid Lives), to radio studio (It’s a Wonderful Life), 
to suburban backyard (All My Sons), Ben creates a livable environment with a 
sense of whimsy and attention to inventive detail for actors and audiences to 
unleash their imaginations.

Meet the Production TeamMeet the Production Team



Michael Thorpe - Lighting/ Sound Designer
Michael my bio for “Private Lives” (Lighting Designer/Sound Designer), I’d like 
to do something a little different.  Could you leave a full-size space as
if I had the same size bio as everyone else, and centered in the middle of
the space (vertically and horizontally) just put This bio has been
redacted for privacy.)” ?  Feel free to use a different font if you want,
or to put a border through it, or make it blacked out or Xed out or

Daniel Kruger - Costume Designer
This is the fifth show Daniel has costumed for Kentwood Players. The previous 
shows were Young Frankenstein, Avenue Q, Sister Act, and Vanya and Sonia and 
Masha and Spike. He has also worked behind the scenes on Good People, 
Farragut North, Pippin, The Giver, Clue, and Baskerville.

Meet the Production TeamMeet the Production Team
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Audition Desk Myron Klafter, Ann Klafter 
Booth Alison Boole, Howard Male
Fight Choreographer Patrick Vest
Graphic Design West  Maätita
Lighting Assistant Nedra Allmond 
Master Builder George Kondreck
Piano Corey Landis
Prop Master Sheldon Cohen
Specialty Carpenter Doug Carlson
Stage Manager Daniel Mitchener
Wigs Jon Sparks, Daniel Kruger

Work Sunday
Nedra Allmond, Allen Barstow, Alyssa Berkowitz, Gail Bernardi, 

Doug Carlson, Sheldon Cohen, Marty Feldman, Samuel Goldman, 
Steve Izant, Anne Klafter, Myron Klafter, George Kondreck, 

Daniel Kruger, Matt Landig, Ben Lupejkis, Howard Male, 
Lori Marple-Pereslete, Melvin Miller, Roy T. Okida, Tony Pereslete, 

Richard Perloff, Kim Peterson, Courtney Shaffer, 
Shawn Summerer, Michael Thorpe, Doug Vasquez, 

Susan Weisbarth, Amy Witkowski, Rhonda Yeager-Hutchinson

Special Thanks

Production Team Production Team 



President                                                                                       Marty Feldman
Vice President /Membership Chairperson                      Kim Peterson
Secretary                                                                                Susan Weisbarth
Treasurer                                                                                        Alison Boole
Box Office Chairperson                                 Rocky Miller
Development Chairperson                                                 Jeremy Palmer
House Manager                                                      Charles Keppler
Marketing Chairperson                                  Michele Selin
Production Manager                                                      Ben Lupejkis
Programs and Postcards                        Kelly Gresalfi
Publicity Chairperson                                                              Shari Barrett
Season Ticket Chairperson                                              Catherine Rahm
Technical Manager                                                                 Michael Thorpe
Volunteer Chairperson                 Rhonda Yeager-Hutchinson
Plays Committee Chairperson                                             Stanley Brown
Plays Committee Members                     Bouket Fingerhut, Roy Okida

For the latest info about Kentwood Players visit our website
KentwoodPlayers.org

Rent the Westchester Playhouse for your next event.
Meetings, Shows, Parties, Film/TV location shoots - 

Call 310-645-5156 for more information

Kentwood Players is a member of the
LAX Coastal Area Chamber of Commerce

Board of DirectorsBoard of Directors



Upcoming ProductionsUpcoming Productions

March 15 to April 6, 2024
STEEL MAGNOLIAS

By Robert Harling
Directed by Jon Sparks

May 10 - Jun 8, 2024
ONCE ON THIS ISLAND

Book and Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens
Music by Stephen Flaherty 

Directed by Cece Suazo

Jul 19 - Aug 10, 2024
FOOLS

By Neil Simon
Directed by Jeremy Palmer

September 13 – October 5, 2024
MISERY

By William Goldman, based on the novel by Stephen King
Directed by Kathy Dershimer

November 15 – December 14, 2024
THE PRODUCERS

by Mel Brooks & Thomas Meehan
Directed by Susan Weisbarth



Season SubscriptionsSeason Subscriptions

Kentwood Players Gift Certificates 
Now Available

Give your family and friends a Kentwood Players digital-
gift certificate! Buy one online, any dollar amount, and your 
recipient can use it toward the purchase of tickets to one of 
our shows or a season subscription.

Visit kentwoodplayers.org and click on 
the "Gift Certificate" button at the top of the home page.

Get a Season Subscription for 6 shows 
For only $95!!!

 
Want to become a subscriber right now!!!  See the box of-
fice at intermission to use the price of tonight’s ticket to-
wards a season subscription and get the next 5 shows for 
one low price!!!
 
Benefits of being a subscriber:
• Season Subscribers get to make reservations in advance of 
the general public
• Season Subs can choose any date/time for a production and 
can make changes as needed (pending seat availability)
• Season subs receive one guest pass per season that can be 
used to bring a guest to any Friday performance.
• Subscribers vote on each show and one show is awarded 
with the Season Subscriber Favorite Award at our annual 
awards ceremony!!

Still have questions – email the box office at 
boxoffice@kentwoodplayers.org or call at 310.645.5156 

for more information!!!



SPONSORS (over $5,000)

Collins Law Group, Danny & Marie Olivas, Chuck Ortner

FOUNDERS CIRCLE: (over $2,500)

Dr. Hans & Dianne Bozler

KENTWOOD ANGELS: (up to $2,500)

Susan Stangl

ENCORE PATRONS: (up to $1,000)

One Hope Foundation; Paula Fins, Gregg & Cindy Lander Family

SPOTLIGHT SUPPORTERS: (up to $500)

American Online Giving; Allan Ozersky, Susan and Steve Izant; 

Neil Koenigsberg; Fred Porter

SUPPORTERS: (up to $250)

Linnea Bucher; Cathy and Jim  McElwain;  Grant and Judy Francis; 

Therese Gegesi; Joyce Harris; Margaret Harrington; 

Rhonda Yeager-Hutchinson & Keith Hutchinson; Ken Kofman; Maria Lauter; 

John H. Martin; The Lukas Family; Ron and Jeanne Marmalefsky; Melvin Miller; 

Francine Moore; Michele Nichols; Kent and Linda Pearson; Alan & Gail Stillson; 

Wayne Sult

Thank You To Our DonorsThank You To Our Donors



Thank You To Our Donors
FRIENDS: (up to $100)

Marcy Agreen; Debra Alpert; Carol Baer; Virginia Ball; Melissa Beeli; 

Vickie Beckwith; Jay Bevan; George Bird; Rosemary J. Boggess; Lewis Boole; 

Lynne Burroughs; Susan Buus; Monica Y. Castagnasso; Russell Cinque, Jr; 

Robert Cornwell; Michelle Dietiker; Matthew Friedman; Margie Equihua; 

Christina Garcia; Joseph Gennaro; Chris and Rosanne Giza; Julie Glass; 

Charlotte Lee Guntner; Karen Headrick; Margaret Heeb; Richard Garson; Susan 

Gordon; Jennifer Heath; Marie Hedlund; Marcia Hines; Jane Holcomb; Eric 

Holmberg; Martha Hunter; James Jacobs; Dan James; Jenny Jones; 

Karen Kamimoto; Rachelle Katz; Charles Keppler; Jan Kiernan; Myron Klafter; 

Patricia Kohler; Amy Krell; Lisa Kurtz; Aaron Leibovic; Carla Levenson; 

Miriam Levy; Peter Lloyd; Laura Long; Orin Lowe; Peggy Magee; 

Alicia Marshall; Dori Martinek; M. McNamee & R. Porter; Caitlin Mayo; 

Jack Messenger; Mary Mihich; Rocky Miller; Calia Mintzer; Carolina Munoz; 

Nancy Oh; Natalie Orozco; Marc Ostroff; Kristin Peters; Linda Peterson; 

Fred Porter; James Powers; Vivian Rahe; Patricia Rule; Natalie Ruybal; 

Edgar Saenz; Linda Sanders (PalmCourt); Angela Santos; Bruce Schroffel; 

Kristie Searight; Clifford Serattil Mary Sidell; Andreia Minasian Silvera; 

Elizabeth Snow; Philip Solomita; Rick & Lori Spillane; Joel Steiner; 

Benjamin Stern; Scott Stoddard; Elizabeth & Shawn Summerer; 

Dorothy Sweeney; Isabel Taussig; Hayes Thrower; Judy Tillman; Anne Timmer; 

Bonnie Vandervaan; James & Lynette Vandeveer; Scott Warner; 

Maria E. Watson; Sheila and Stan Weinberg; 

Richard R Williams & Alice Jane Williams; Jim Witoszynski

To donate visit kentwoodplayers.org and click on the DONATE button



COMING SOON

MARCH 15 - APRIL 6, 2024


